
ADOPT A STUDENT - AT H L E T E  P R O G R A M  

The Foundation for Learning, Athletics and Growth (FLAG) 
Charity has partnered with THE HACK to once again help 
sponsor the student athletes of the Nicks Kids Program. 

As we have all experienced, the pandemic has taken its toll 
on everyone, but has hit the disadvantaged and At –Risk 
youth at the most at time where the need is the greatest. 

Previous donations from THE HACK Charity Golf Tournament 
to the Nicks Kids Program, went to their scholastic grant 
program, and was met with extraordinary individual results 
and successes.

FLAG has put together the following presentation for the 
outreach program in assisting the student athletes of Nicks 
Kids achieve, once again, their academic goals for the 
upcoming 2022 / 2023 school year. 



OUR THREE PILLARS 

Education

Mentorship 

Soccer







After being accepted into 19 diverse 
u n ive rs it ie s  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  n a t io n , Ga b rie l 
d e c id e d  t o  a t t e n d  UC LA.  

He  w ill b e g in  h is  s o p h o m o re  ye a r  t h is  
u p c o m in g  fa ll a n d  w ill c o n t in u e  t o  p u rs u e   a  
m a jo r  in  Bio lo g y. 

Ga b rie l c o m p le t e d  h is  fo u r  ye a rs  a t  Ve rb u m  
De i, w it h  a  4 .3  GPA a n d  h a s  b e e n  t h e  
e p it o m e  o f Nic ks  Kid s . 

Ga b rie l's  le a d e rs h ip  a n d  d e d ic a t io n  t o  
Nic ks  Kid s  h a s  le d  h im  t o  b e  h o n o re d  a t  t h e  
2 0 2 1 ESPN a w a rd s , w h e re  h e  w a s  t h e  
re c ip ie n t  o f t h e  Billie  Je a n  Kin g  Yo u t h  
Le a d e rs h ip  Aw a rd , t h is  a w a rd  w a s  
p re s e n t e d  t o  h im  a t  t h e  2 0 2 1 ESPY's  in  Ne w  
Yo rk C it y.  

GABRIEL BANUELOS 

https://abc7.com/nicks -kids -
espn -gabriel -banuelos -

nickerson -
gardens/10920326/



Nickerson Gardens projects located in South Los Angeles, is a dangerous 
n e ig h b o rh o o d  o ft e n  fille d  w it h  g a n g s , vio le n c e , a n d  d ru g  re la t e d  a c t ivit ie s .

Ma n y o f t h e  c h ild re n  livin g  in s id e  Nic ke rs o n  Ga rd e n s  a re  a fra id  a n d  c a n n o t  p la y 
o u t s id e  d u e  t o  t h e  d a n g e r  o f vio le n c e .

Nic ks  Kid s  w a s  s t a r t e d  in  la t e  2 0 16  b y LAPD Se n io r  Le a d  O ffic e r  Jo yc e  a n d  
c o m m u n it y m e m b e r  Lu p it a  Va ld o vin o , a  t e a c h e r  fo r  LAUSD. Th e  g o a l w a s  t o  
e n s u re  e ve ry c h ild  s h o u ld  e xp e rie n c e  c h ild h o o d  t h ro u g h  t h e  le n s  o f p o s it ivit y; 
s u rro u n d  o n e s e lf w it h  p o s it ive  ro le  m o d e ls  a n d  a  p o s it ive  e n viro n m e n t  t o  e n s u re  
a  p o s it ive  fu t u re .

O u r p ro g ra m  is  im p le m e n t e d  in  t w o  p a r t s . Th e  s o c c e r  p ro g ra m  t e a c h e s  t h e  kid s  
t h a t  a n  a c t ive  life s t yle  ro o t e d  in  s e lf- re s p e c t  a n d  re s p e c t  fo r  o t h e rs  a re  t h e  
fo u n d a t io n  fo r  a  p o s it ive  life . To g e t h e r  t h e y le a rn  t h e  im p o rt a n c e  o f t e a m w o rk 
a n d  t o  fa c e  c h a lle n g e s  h e a d -o n , w it h  p o s it ivit y a n d  u n it y.

Th e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f o u r  p ro g ra m  is  t e a c h in g  t h e  im p o rt a n c e  o f e d u c a t io n . 
Pr iva t e  t u t o r in g  is  o ffe re d  a t  n o  c h a rg e  t w ic e  a  w e e k a n d  e a c h  c h ild ’s  g ra d e s  a re  
m o n it o re d  c lo s e ly b y s t a ff. If a  c h ild ’s  g p a  d ro p s  u n d e r  2 .8  t h e y c a n  n o  lo n g e r  
p la y in  g a m e s  u n t il t h e ir  g p a  im p ro ve s . Th e  p a s t  five  ye a rs  w e  h a ve  s e e n  o u r  
p ro g ra m s  a c a d e m ic  s u c c e s s  g ro w  e a c h  ye a r .

NICKS KIDS



Nicks Kids Soccer is a youth program focused on the well being of each and every 
in d ivid u a l. O u r  m is s io n  is  t o  e n s u re  e ve ry c h ild  w it h in  o u r  p ro g ra m  is  a b le  t o  e n jo y 
t h e  b e n e fit s  o f b e in g  a  c h ild . O u r  g o a l is  t o  m a ke  s u re  t h a t  c h ild re n  a re  a b le  t o  
a r t ic u la t e  a n d  s u rro u n d  t h e m s e lve s  w it h  p o s it ive  p e o p le  a n d  a  p o s it ive  
e n viro n m e n t  t o  e n s u re  a  p o s it ive  fu t u re .

• Firs t  ye a r  o f re c o rd in g  g ra d e s  t h e  p ro g ra m  h a d  a  2 .9 5 c u m u la t ive  g p a , im p ro vin g  e a c h  ye a r . Th is  p a s t  
ye a r  fin is h in g  w it h  a  3 .4  c u m u la t ive  g p a . 

• 86 % o f o u r  s t u d e n t  a t h le t e s  m a in t a in  a  m in im u m  3.0  g p a .
• Th e  p ro g ra m  h a s  h a d  8  h ig h  s c h o o l g ra d u a t e s , a ll a t t e n d in g  c o lle g e . 
• 2 0 2 1 h ig h  s c h o o l g ra d u a t e s  h a d  a  t o t a l o f 32  c o lle g e  a c c e p t a n c e s , in c lu d in g  No t re  Da m e , UC LA, USC , 

a n d  s e ve ra l o t h e rs .
• 2 0 2 2  h ig h  s c h o o l g ra d u a t e s  h a d  a  t o t a l o f 16  c o lle g e  a c c e p t a n c e s , in c lu d in g  Go n za g a  a n d  Ba ylo r  

a m o n g s t  o t h e rs .
• Te a m  c a p t a in  Ga b rie l Ba n u e lo s  a w a rd e d  t h e  2 0 2 1 Billie  Je a n  Kin g  Yo u t h  Le a d e rs h ip  Aw a rd  p re s e n t e d  in  

Ne w  Yo rk a t  t h e  ESPN a w a rd s  in  Ju ly o f 2 0 2 1. 
• 12  kid s  o n  s c h o la rs h ip  t o  p r iva t e  s c h o o ls  b e c a u s e  o f d o n o rs .

MISSION  STATEMENT

NICKS  KIDS  FACTS



In order to be part of Nicks Kids 
p a rt ic ip a n t s  m u s t :

• Ma in t a in  a  b a s e  2 .5 GPA

In  o rd e r  t o  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  a ll t r ip s  a n d  
e ve n t s  (s o c c e r  t o u rn a m e n t s ) 
p a r t ic ip a n t s  m u s t :

• Ma in t a in  a  GPA a b o ve  a  2 .8
• C a p t a in s  m u s t  m a in t a in  a  3 .0

NICKS KIDS REQUIREMENTS



OVER THE YEARS
Our overall team GPA has 
increased every year, however 
the 2020 pandemic took a huge 
toll on our student athletes 
academic achievement. Once 
students were able to return to 
their normal routine, we were 
able to see a tremendous 
emotional and social change.

Our final GPA for the 21 -22 
school year was a 3.4.
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